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Wall Street/ Financial District
Southernmost tip of Manha� an
The internationally recognized Financial District lies at the southernmost tip of Manhat-
tan. The Financial District is extremely convenient if you work in this area. You can roll out 
of bed and be at your offi ce in fi ve-minutes. If you fi rst view apartments here during the 
workday, be sure to come back at night – the hustle and bustle of Wall Street dies down 
after 6:00 PM. The Financial District is extremely quiet on weekends. The architecture in 
the Financial District is unique, with old offi ce buildings being converted into residential 
apartments. The local services (i.e. dry cleaners, grocery stores, laundromats) haven’t quite 
caught up yet, so your choices are limited and you may need to reach beyond your neigh-
borhood to get everything you want.

Ba� ery Park City
Between West Street and the Hudson River, below Vesey Street
Battery Park City was in the shadow of the Twin Towers of the World Trade Center and was 
the neighborhood most affected by the tragedy of 9/11. However, the neighborhood is re-
covering with great gusto! Originally developed as a brand new neighborhood in the 1970s 
(built as a
self-suffi cient city within the city) on landfi ll from the excavation of the Twin Towers, Bat-
tery Park City juts out into the Hudson River at the southwest tip of Manhattan. This gor-
geous neighborhood on the water was built to accommodate people who worked in the 
Twin Towers and the Financial District, but did not want to commute from Uptown or fur-
ther. This development was well planned boasting boardwalks, parks, marinas, playgrounds 
and all the amenities anyone could want or need. The neighborhood can feel a bit isolated, 
but those who like the convenience of being close to work while living in a well-appoint-
ed neighborhood love living here. It is truly a planned community and is very appealing to 
those who do not necessarily want to deal with the “nooks and crannies” of most of Man-
hattan.

Tribeca
Bounded by Canal, Lafaye� e and Chambers Streets and the Hudson River
Tribeca stands for the “triangle below Canal,” and includes the areas that are bordered by 
Canal Street on the north, Lafayette and Chambers Streets on the east, and the Hudson 
River on the west. Tribeca Films (Robert Deniro’s fi lm studio), famous trendy dining spots 
and extraordinary loft living can be found in this neighborhood. It is considered “hip and 
cool” and you will not be at a loss for any services. The area has bounced back from the 
effects of 9/11, and has done quite a job using its most famous inhabitants (movie stars, 
artists, directors and musicians) to draw attention to this unique neighborhood. Tribeca 
hosts its very own fi lm festival which brings thousands into its charming blocks every year. 
Its well-known inhabitants and the great architecture make it a very sought after and de-
sirable neighborhood. If you like industrial living and terrifi c, large loft spaces, this may be 
a great place for you.
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Greenwich Village/ West Village
From Canal Street north to 14th Street, between the Bowery on the east and the Hudson 
River
For the better part of the century Greenwich Village and the West Village have been pop-
ular places for young and old alike. Many streets are cobblestone and lined with trees. 
There are brownstones and brick townhouses which date back 200 years (if not more). 
Unlike most of the city, the streets here are not laid out in a grid. As a result, even natives 
sometime need a map in this part of town. Many famous writers and original thinkers have 
lived and worked in this area. There are many fascinating local spots – from the White 
Horse Tavern on Hudson Street, to the speakeasies which had been housed in any number 
of homes along Bank or Bethune Streets. There is almost no zoning for “high- rises” in this 
area and therefore it’s still dominated by small brownstone homes (many of which are sin-
gle family dwellings) as well as small stores that have
been in Greenwich Village families for decades (maybe centuries). All this comes at a 
price: rents and sale prices are some of the highest in the city. The West Village is con-
sidered more quiet than Greenwich Village which houses New York University, Washington 
Square and Bleecker Street. Greenwich Village is home to many of the city’s famous music 
bars (the Blue Note, The Bottom Line and Marie’s Crisis) as well as some of the greatest 
Off-Broadway theaters (Minetta Lane and the Lucille Lortel) and hundreds of restaurants, 
bars and novelty shops.

Chelsea
From West 14th Street to West 28th Street, between Sixth Avenue and the Hudson River
With the development of West Chelsea and the High Line, Chelsea is one of the hottest 
areas in the city. In the blocks closer to the river, garages and car washes have been trans-
formed into posh art galleries (which left Soho and its high rents) and production studios. 
Most evenings in this area you can fi nd any number of art openings and celebrations taking 
place at either a gallery or a tony night spot. This is also one of the best neighborhoods in 
the city for eclectic and interesting restaurants. Heading east from the river offers a mix 
of real estate: residential brownstones, apartment buildings and warehouses converted 
into spectacular loft apartments. Along Sixth and Seventh Avenues several new apart-
ment buildings have been constructed which have enhanced the rental inventory. This area 
hosts one of the city’s best recreational facilities, Chelsea Piers. It’s a virtual country club! 
This huge indoor and outdoor sports and recreation center has brought a whole new life to 
the river’s edge of this neighborhood. Some of the other great attractions to the area are 
the Chelsea Market (food, fl owers and more) on Ninth Avenue and 15th Street, Bed Bath & 
Beyond, Loehmann’s (a legendary New York discount clothier) and Barney’s Co-Op (more 
clothing). This is also a hip area for clubbing and dining out.
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Clinton/ Hell’s Kitchen
From West 34th Street to West 59th Street, between Eight Avenue on the east and the 
Hudson River
If living in the heart of the hustle and bustle of Manhattan is what you want, Clinton/Hell’s 
Kitchen may be right for you. Day and night, this area is busy. It might not have the charm 
of the Village, but it has everything you need and is getting more each day. This area has 
changed dramatically over the last ten years. The gentrifi cation and rejuvenation of Times 
Square has turned a rather “grungy” neighborhood into a more desirable one. Formerly 
known as Hell’s Kitchen, residential developers thought a name change would better re-
fl ect the area’s new spirit and sensibility, but most New Yorkers still prefer to call it Hell’s 
Kitchen. Corporations have been enticed to set up shop: Conde Nast, Skadden Arps, etc. 
You will fi nd restaurants, both high-end and take out, huge multiplex theaters, health 
clubs and more. You will still fi nd an extraordinary blend of incomes and backgrounds, 
from descendants of European immigrants, to more recently arrived Asians and Latin 
Americans, to yuppies working in nearby Midtown. It is also home to the Broadway Theatre 
District, Times Square, the Garment District, Port Authority Bus Terminal and the Jacob 
Javits Convention Center. There are many new high-rise luxury rental apartment buildings, 
either recently completed or under construction, throughout the neighborhood. The icing 
on the cake is the new, very expensive AOL Time Warner offi ce/residential tower at Colum-
bus Circle on 59th Street. Called “One Central Park”, it is an “address” known throughout 
the world. It also houses a Whole Foods, Equinox Health & Fitness Center, and a myriad of 
shops, boutiques and restaurants.

Lower Upper West Side/ Upper West Side
From West 59th Street to West 96th Street, between Central Park West on the east and 
Riverside Drive on the Hudson River
The Upper West Side is, along with the Upper East Side, one of the two most residential 
neighborhoods in Manhattan. The look and feel changes about every 10 blocks. The West 
60’s is the most recently developed area and is slightly glitzy with beautiful new buildings 
built by Millennium Partners. Very chic boutiques and restaurants can be found on every 
block. As you inch your way towards the West 80’s the neighborhood takes on a more tra-
ditional feel. There are benches in the parkway in the middle of Broadway, and stores such 
as Fairway (for all kinds of groceries), H & H Bagels and Zabar’s (for exotic foods and kitch-
en supplies). By the time you get to the West 90’s it will feel as though you’ve turned back 
the clock to the 1950s – the majority of the buildings are exactly the same as they were 
60 years ago, and there is very little development in terms of mega-complexes or “super-
stores.”

The Upper West Side affords you “true” Manhattan living! Every service, amenity and type 
of housing exists within this area and the fun is fi nding all of them. It is home to turn-of-
the century apartment buildings, rows of brownstones on wide, tree-lined side streets, 
family-run stores, heavily traffi cked Broadway and the extraordinary cultural icon known 
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as Lincoln Center. The Upper West Side was traditionally considered home to intellectuals, 
writers, musicians and artists but now houses as many CEOs as the East Side. It’s home to 
a diverse group of young and old alike.

Harlem
From West 110th Street to the Harlem River and Morningside Heights, between St. Nicho-
las Avenue to the west and Fi� h Avenue to the east
Harlem is experiencing a renaissance. This famous neighborhood has new occupants such 
as former President Bill Clinton, and merchants have opened stores like The Gap, Old Navy, 
Magic Johnson Theatres and Starbucks. Celebrated establishments like the Apollo Theatre, 
the Dance
Theatre of Harlem, the Schomburg Center for Research in Black Culture and Sylvia’s eatery 
on Lenox Avenue help set the tone for this area’s rebirth. Over the past fi ve to seven years, 
this area has been hot, with buyers and renters vying for property. Many new develop-
ments were built in Harlem in the past 10 years, so the neighborhood has a solid inventory 
of new condominiums.

East Harlem
From East 96th Street to East 125th Street, between First Avenue and Fi� h Avenue
A century ago, East Harlem was poised to become what the Upper East Side is today: a 
neighborhood of wealth and luxury. Instead, many landlords began investing elsewhere 
with the extension of train lines to outer boroughs. Rising prices and neglect led to dis-
repair. Through all this, East Harlem has remained a vibrant community with a large-
ly Spanish-speaking population. Respected museums, great apartments and convenient 
transportation on the 4/5/6 subway line make this neighborhood one of the best values in 
Manhattan.

Morningside Heights
West 110th Street to West 135th Street, between Amsterdam Avenue and the Hudson River
Only in New York would you fi nd this particular mix of academic and city life. The world 
renowned Columbia University is at its center. This is also where you will fi nd St. John the 
Divine, the world’s largest cathedral. Most of the area is populated by students from Co-
lumbia University, Barnard College, Manhattan School of Music, Bank Street College, and 
the Union Theological Seminary, as well as non-student local residents. Do not expect 
to fi nd the hot, new, trendy food shops or stores, but rest assured that this community 
serves its residents and has for centuries.

Hamilton Heights
From West 145th Street to West 155th Street
Hamilton Heights is a residential historic district north of Morningside Heights and south 
of Washington Heights. One of the most sought after neighborhoods in Harlem, Hamilton 
Heights lures residents with its blend of beautiful brownstones, limestone townhouses 
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and brick buildings. Landmark churches and the gothic spire of City College add to the 
quaint atmosphere of the area.

Washington Heights and Inwood
From 154th Street to 243rd Street, between the Harlem River and the Hudson River
Occupying Northern Manhattan are the two neighborhoods of Washington Heights and 
Inwood. You’ll fi nd very few modern buildings in this area. Most buildings are 6 to 12 story 
apartment houses which were built in the 1920s and 1930s. Many are large with high ceil-
ings and offer views of the Hudson River or Harlem River Valley. Most apartments are co-
ops or rentals. There are also a moderate number of one and two-family homes. Although 
many New Yorkers might think these areas a “hike” to Midtown and Wall Street, the sub-
way makes them accessible. High Bridge, Fort Washington and Inwood Parks are good for 
walking and offer superb views of the Hudson and Harlem Rivers. This is also home to the 
magnifi cent Cloisters, an abbey shipped brick-by-brick from Europe, and devoted to me-
dieval life and art. It was donated by the Rockefeller family and can be found in Fort Tryon 
Park. The view from the Cloisters is magnifi cent and is a great spot for picnics. Washing-
ton Heights is home to The Hispanic Society of America and the American Academy of Arts 
and Letters. One of the city’s largest teaching hospitals, Columbia Presbyterian, dominates 
the area. In addition to the local convenience stores, Dykman Avenue, from 181st to 207th 
Streets, offers great shopping.

Lower East Side
Bound by Houston and Division Streets, and the East River and Bowery
One of the newest areas to become “cool” is the formerly “fringe” neighborhood of the 
Lower East Side. Until recently, the Lower East Side was what it had always been – a pop-
ulation of immigrants whose neighborhood was made up of six-story residential tenement 
buildings. It was, and is, a shopping mecca for tourists, Uptown Manhattanites, as well as 
suburban visitors on the weekend comelooking for designer labels for less, fabric, linens, 
lighting at a discount, and an array of smoked fi sh, pickles and other culinary delights. 
Now, the trendy bars, cafes, shops and performance spaces have arrived. You can still get 
a bit more value on housing, but it’s defi nitely not the low rent district it was a decade 
ago.

Li� le Italy’s Nolita
The crossroad between Soho, Li� le Italy, Chinatown and the East Village
Once known as Little Italy for its Italian immigrant population, great Italian eateries and all 
things Italian, this neighborhood is now known as NoLita (North of Little Italy) and is now 
more like East Soho. While you can still get a cappuccino and a great bowl of pasta, you 
can also buy very expensive and chic clothing made by local designers who have opened 
their own boutiques. Nolita has gained the attention of the young trend- setting artists and 
well-to-do professionals who are seeking a mix of hip and traditional living. There are not 
many high rises and the original architecture is still mostly six-story walk-ups on streets 
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with old-world names such as Mulberry, Mott and Elizabeth.

SOHO
Bordered by Houston and Canal Streets, Crosby Street and Sixth Avenue
Soho (“South of Houston”) was once an area zoned for artists and their studios (AIR means 
Artist in Residence). Artists lived upstairs and their storefront galleries and studios were at 
ground level. No more. The extreme revitalization of Soho has pushed most of the artists 
out. Now Soho is about all things high-end: retail shopping, high-end eateries, and high-
end tourists. With stores like Prada, Chanel and Agnes B, Soho is known for its shopping. 
Art galleries that have remained are expensive, and need to be in order to keep up with 
the high rents. Chic restaurants like Balthazar, Savoy and the Hampton Chutney Company 
populate the area. Despite the exodus of artists, Soho still retains a spectacular European 
style, with old-world architecture and cobblestone streets. It also boasts more cast iron 
balconies and fi re escapes than most European cities. In terms of housing, Soho has some 
of the city’s best lofts.

NOHO
From Houston Street north to 8th Street, between Mercer Street and Bowery
Noho (“North of Houston”) is wedged between Greenwich Village and the East Village. 
Previously a commercial and industrial district, Noho changed to residential in the late 
1980s and early 1990s when young professionals got priced out of Soho. Today, there are 
not many deals to be found in this area. Noho is home to the Public Theatre on Lafayette 
Street and many chic restaurants (Indochine, Bond Street). Both Noho and Soho are zoned 
for “mixed-use,” meaning both residential and commercial/light industrial.

East Village
From Houston Street north to East14th Street, between Broadway and Avenue D
Not so long ago this area was in the news every day for the riots in Thompson Square Park 
and the raunchy feel of the streets. It was also once home to the Hells Angels (it actual-
ly still is) and the notorious punk rock club, CBGB. Today the East Village is a very desir-
able location for those seeking a different lifestyle than their parents. The tattoo parlors, 
piercing shops and record stores are now making room for up-and-coming designers and 
upscale housewares. Moms and children now populate the parks during the day and peo-
ple walk their dogs at night. Some of the hottest young chefs have decided to make this 
area their home and, as a result, this district has become a stop on the gastronomic map 
of New York City. It’s also the spot for some of the hippest shopping, from high-end vin-
tage to great antiques (John Derian on East 2nd Street). Despite all the new elements to 
this neighborhood this district still remains an environ of true individuals with the tone 
being one of anonymity. There are still “spotty” areas along the East Village’s eastern most 
boundaries, so potential dwellers should go into the area with their eyes wide open.
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Union Square and Gramercy Park
From East 14th Street to East 22nd Street
Housing options have fl ourished in this neighborhood. Gramercy Park itself was the prima-
ry residential opportunity until developers began converting and developing the neighbor-
hood. It is an odd mix of New York in the 1880s, as you circle around Gramercy Park with 
its beautiful old world charm, and the modern, rather hectic life of the 21st century. Gram-
ercy Park is the sole surviving “private residential park” in the city and is surrounded by 
landmark townhouses and pre-war buildings (a great read to take you back to the Gramer-
cy Park of the 1880s would be “Time and Again”). Just outside the quiet boundaries of the 
Park, the city bursts into life again offering every type of dwelling from luxury high-rise liv-
ing to warehouses converted into loft spaces, and every type of venue from nightclubs to a 
huge open-air farmer’s market in Union Square. Some of the notable upscale stores in this 
area include ABC Carpet & Home and Paragon Sports (both on Broadway at 17th and 18th 
Streets). There is a plethora of great dining in the area (Blue Water Grill, Gramercy Tavern 
and Havana Central) and plenty of nightlife. Great spots for a drink after work, followed by 
dinner, abound on Park Avenue South. Some of the more interesting clothing stores in the 
area are Intermix, Agnes B and Anthropology.

Flatiron/Lower Midtown
From East 22nd Street to East 34th Street
You know you have landed in Manhattan when you stand in the middle of traffi c at the 
junction of Broadway, Fifth Avenue and 23rd Street and turn slowly around to see the 
Flatiron Building, the Met Life Building, the New York Life Building and the Empire State 
Building. As you head into the West 30’s on the west side of Fifth Avenue the area begins 
to lose some of its charm, but don’t let that dissuade you from seeking housing. There are 
many new high-rise luxury rental buildings and condominiums rising along Sixth Avenue. 
This is also an area where there are still many “lofts” being converted to either rentals 
or condominiums. The area is a bit quiet at night, but is extremely busy by day. For those 
nostalgic for home, and to the amusement of many, there’s an Olive Garden Restaurant on 
Sixth Avenue between 22nd and 23rd Streets.

Murray Hill
From East 34th to East 42nd Streets, between Fi� h Avenue and the East River
The wonderful thing about New York is that as much as things change, many things stay 
the same. This is particularly true in Murray Hill. The beautiful tree-lined side streets and 
100-year-old brownstones set the tone for this neighborhood. That said, high-rise living is 
plentiful as you get to the avenues further east. In fact, the area on First Avenue between 
34th and 38th Streets houses well over 2,000 apartments in just four buildings! The neigh-
borhood has tons of amenities. Just a few years ago Murray Hill seemed to go to sleep af-
ter the workday ended, but no longer. Traveling along Third Avenue you’ll fi nd (at least) two 
restaurants per block on both sides of the street!. It’s an easy walk to the subways and 
trains in Grand Central Station.
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Tudor City
A tiny enclave from East 41st to East 43rd Streets, between 2nd Avenue and Tudor City 
Place
This is the fi rst planned community in Manhattan. Built in the 1920s, Tudor City is tucked 
away behind the hustle and bustle of Second Avenue and the city. Actually, many people 
do not even know that it exists. For those working in Midtown East, it offers a very tranquil 
lifestyle while being only minutes to your desk, or to the subway and Metro North at Grand 
Central. Tudor City sits on a knoll, and looks down on First Avenue, the East River and 
the United Nations. There’s a terrifi c view as you stand in the middle of Tudor City looking 
west from down 42nd Street – all the way to the Hudson River. The buildings of this neigh-
borhood are all “Tudor” in architecture (naturally), and they surround a tranquil park. The 
transformation of Grand Central Station now offers residents of this area fabulous food 
markets, wine shops, great restaurants and the amazing Campbell Apartment Bar, found in 
Grand Central Station. An interesting piece of trivia: there are very few windows facing east 
in the Tudor City buildings even though the view of the UN and the East River is spectacu-
lar. Why? Because before the United Nations was built, Tudor City overlooked a stockyard! 
Neither the view nor the smell was desirable.

Beekman Place and Su� on Place
From East 49th Street to East 61st Street, between the East River and First Avenue
Sleepy, sleepy, sleepy defi nes these well-established, exclusive and refi ned residential 
areas that overlook the East River. Elegant “white glove” pre-war buildings along Beek-
man and Sutton are mixed in with post-war apartments and townhouses up and down 
the side streets. Beekman Place is truly off the beaten path, and is only two blocks long. 
It was the home of Irving Berlin and One Beekman Place still houses many illustrious (and 
wealthy) New Yorkers. Take a romantic stroll in the evening and marvel at the architecture 
of the apartment buildings and townhomes. Have a nightcap on the roof of the Beekman 
Tower Hotel on 49th Street (also known as Mitchell Place) and First Avenue. Or, have the 
world’s most expensive martini across First Avenue at the bar in Donald Trump’s building, 
Trump World. Sutton Place is almost as inaccessible as Beekman, however to the north it 
becomes York Avenue and runs all the way to 96th Street on the East Side. You can get all 
your amenities here. There are a few great little parks below Beekman Place on First Av-
enue, and if you are looking for an East River stroll in either direction you can enter these 
neighborhoods, ending up two miles later to the north at Gracie Mansion (the mayor’s offi -
cial residence)!

Upper East Side
From East 59th Street to East 96th Street, between Fi� h Avenue and the East River
The Upper East Side and the Upper West side are considered to be the two most residen-
tial neighborhoods in Manhattan. Nearly all businesses in the area support the residents. 
The Upper East Side has always been considered the most refi ned and culturally elegant 
area of New York City. The area from Central Park’s Fifth Avenue to Lexington Avenue may 
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have the most expensive real estate in the country, if not the world. It is renowned for 
its pre-war, “white glove” co-ops, which, in recent years, have seen prices up to the $45 
million dollar range! The residential ambiance, along with art galleries, high-end designer 
boutiques, renowned museums, coveted private schools and fi ve-star restaurants combine 
to put the Upper East Side in the international spotlight. But don’t panic – even if you are 
not the CEO of your company, you can be part of this community. The Upper East Side is 
one of the widest geographical areas with many, many high-rise apartment buildings. There 
is more housing available here than in most areas of the city, so because of simple supply 
and demand, the Upper East Side has some of the most affordable housing options in the 
city. The more affordable housing is located between Lexington Avenue and the East Riv-
er, the theory being that the further you get from Central Park and the Lexington Avenue 
Subway, the less expensive it gets. Many entry-level professionals and young families buy 
or rent their fi rst home between Third and York Avenues, an area loaded with amenities. 
We would be remiss not to point out a small area called Carnegie Hill located from 86th 
to 96th Streets between Fifth Avenue and Park Avenue. A truly small town located in a big 
city. It’s charming, quiet, close to Central Park and fi lled with families, private schools and 
every imaginable amenity.

Yorkville and East End Avenue
From East 77th Street to East 91st Street, between Lexington Avenue and the East River
A quintessential, small, neighborhood-within-a-neighborhood on the Upper East Side, 
Yorkville residents like to keep it a well-guarded secret. Just slightly east of the beaten 
path, it offers tranquility and a great mix of pre- and post-war apartment buildings, town-
houses and old brownstones. In the “old days,” Yorkville was home to many Irish, German 
and Hungarian immigrants, and you can still fi nd some great ethnic restaurants and food 
shops in the area. East End Avenue is almost a separate neighborhood within Yorkville. 
It’s only 13 blocks long and is primarily residential. However, either on East End Avenue 
itself, or just a few steps off, you can fi nd every service you need. While East End Avenue 
is home to many elegant buildings, the side streets offer affordable housing in convert-
ed walk-up brownstones. It’s also home to Gracie Mansion, the mayor’s offi cial residence, 
which sits right in the center of Carl Shurz Park on the East River (which is not really a 
river, but an estuary, it’s tidal). The Park is actually built on top of a section of the FDR (or 
East River) Drive. A beautiful promenade runs the length of the Park above the river, offer-
ing a place to bike, jog and stroll. Summer days fi nd the Park fi lled with sunbathers and 
by night, the promenade is a great place for a quiet, romantic walk. Asphalt Green is at 
the northern tip of the Park and houses a terrifi c sports facility with one of the city’s best 
swimming pools. One of the only drawbacks is that Yorkville is a considerable walk to the 
Lexington Avenue subway, and those who like being in the middle of the action may fi nd 
this neighborhood too peaceful.
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Roosevelt Island
An island in the East River, between Manha� an and Queens
For those who thrive on living in a planned community with only high-rise apartments, this 
may be for you. Roosevelt Island began housing people in 1976 and has continued to ex-
pand. The Island provides for all of your day-to-day living essentials: restaurants, grocery 
stores, schools, gyms, parks, and more. The Island is most accessible from Manhattan by 
the F subway line, but you can also take the tram at 59th Street and 2nd Avenue, which 
takes approximately 10 minutes (and was made famous in the movie Spiderman). If you are 
looking for a slightly less expensive
housing alternative to Manhattan, combined with the non-typical “city” experience, you 
should explore Roosevelt Island. Look at their web site at www.roosevelt-island.ny.us.
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